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Dear Parents and Guardians,

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! What do I have to say to you that is worth saying? Only this:

	God created the whole universe and each of us out of pure love.

Because of sin, we live broken and hurting lives, but God promised to save us from our sins.

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, sent to save us through his Incarnation, life, death, and Resurrection. He would have gone through all of this, even if it only saved one person – you.

Jesus calls us to repent of our sins and believe in the Gospel – the best possible news we could ever hear.

Jesus wants you to know Him right now, and sends us the Holy Spirit to make that possible.

Life in Christ and the Spirit means life in the Church, especially by sharing in his sacrifice, His Body and Blood, at the Mass.



This year, we’ll be focusing on the fact that everything we need and want in life is to be found in the Eucharist, and that the Eucharist is to be found on our altars whenever and wherever Mass is celebrated.


· Gerard Land MPS
Director of Religious Education
Christ Our Savior Parish

Philosophy & Goals

The aim of our Religious Education program is to help the children of the Parish grow in their faith. Youth programming is part of the Parish community’s total religious education ministry. The task of our Parish program is to help the individual youth to think and act as Jesus did. It is hoped that as our youth become young adults and enter society, their faith, expressed through action, will spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and bring about a more just society.

In order to accomplish this, parish educators, parents, clergy, and youth must work together. The Christian example and atmosphere of the home play a major role in a child’s faith development. Our religious education program for youth is primarily a reinforcement or support of the role of the parents. We also recognize that faith development is a life-long process for all Catholics. Therefore, our program tries to teach basic concepts according to the child’s maturity and lived experiences; and to reinforce parents’ knowledge of the Church’s teachings, especially in regards to the sacraments.

You, as parents and guardians, are the primary educators of your children. What you hold important, your child will hold important. If you show that Mass and CCD class are unimportant or bothersome to you, your child will have this same attitude. If you show that love of God and neighbor are the most important things, your children will pick up on that.

When sports or other extracurricular activities hold priority over our Faith, we cannot expect the child to see that God, Faith, Church, and moral values are important. These attitudes, that they learn early on, will carry into adulthood. When you presented your child for Baptism, you promised to raise your child in the Faith. It is the task, obligation, and responsibility of the parents or guardians to see that their child completes the elementary CCD curriculum. Children themselves have neither the wisdom nor the experience to decide whether or not they should attend CCD classes, just as they don’t decide whether to go to the doctor or the dentist. These decisions belong to the parents and guardians.

Lastly, remember that God has created you and your children to be happy, to find true, lasting joy, and that staying close to Him is how we find the deepest and greatest joy that life has to offer. Nothing else a child can do early in life will make them happier and better people in the long run than drawing close to God.

Christ Our Savior Parish Religious Education Mission 

Recognizing parents/guardians as the primary educators in the faith of their children, our mission is to assist parents/guardians in the religious, moral, and spiritual formation of their children:

· By providing an up-to-date Catholic religious education.
· By providing a faith-filled environment.
· By nurturing a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
· By creating opportunities for Gospel service to those in need. 
  
Christ Our Savior Parish Religious Education Vision 

With the combined and supportive efforts of parents, students, and                      catechetical staff, our Catholic Christian children:

· Will know that they are loved infinitely by God and were created by Him to be happy
· Will grow in their love of God and knowledge of our faith
· Will develop their God-given gifts and talents in order to live as contributing, respectable citizens of society
· Will become faith-filled, active worshipping members of our parish community
· Will commit to service in our parish and beyond
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Participation at Sunday Mass

The Mass is where we receive the Eucharist, which is “the source and summit of Christian life” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1324). This is where we receive the strength to be Christians in our daily lives, and it is the highest expression of what it means to be Catholic. The Letter to the Hebrews says that “we should not stay away from our assembly,” (10:25) which is the Church gathered to offer the Mass.

Our class day and time has been established to make it as convenient as possible for our families to attend Mass together either before class or after class. Our religious education program for youth can be understood only in the broader context of the Church as a whole. Youth who participate in our program are expected to be present when the Church gathers for Eucharist on Saturday evenings or Sundays. Our program is designed for the youth who are practicing Catholics. Parents are expected to participate regularly with their children at Mass.

What is “CCD”?

CCD stands for “Confraternity of Christian Doctrine.” This is a group established by the Catholic Church in the 16th century for the purpose of overseeing religious education. In the years after the Second Vatican Council (the 1960’s and 1970’s), the term “CCD” or “CCD class” came to be used to refer to religious education held in parishes for children who do not attend Catholic school. This education can take various forms, but is typically based around a schedule of weekly “classes.” In some parishes, it is referred to as “PSR” (Parish School of Religion) or “SRE” (Special Religious Education).
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Sacramental Programs - First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation

The Church’s sacraments are unique events, words and symbols put in place by Jesus to give and increase in us the life of God. By staying close to the sacraments, we find strength to weather the storms of life and find the deepest meaning in all of life’s events. For these reasons, celebration of the sacraments is meant to be part of a coherent and consistent Christian life that we do not leave behind at the doors of CCD or the doors of the Church.

This is why, according to the Diocese of Youngstown, children who are preparing to receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation (Confession), First Communion (Eucharist), and Confirmation should:

1. Take part in Sunday Mass

2. Be in their second consecutive year of religious education (through Catholic school, parish CCD, or home-based catechesis)

3. Maintain a consistent record of attendance at CCD class and additional requirements

When you consider it carefully, you will see that, if you do not intend to make your child a part of the life of the Church by bringing them to Mass every Sunday, there is no reason to put them through sacramental preparation. The sacraments give spiritual and communal benefits that must be nurtured by regular participation. If you have any other questions, the DRE is happy to discuss this with you.

There are some additional requirements for admission to the sacraments. Most of these are already on the yearly calendar and will be discussed at sacramental information meetings.





Personnel

Gerard Land MPS – Director of Religious Education  


Catechists

K & Grade 1		Joann Burgmyer
Grade 2   		Ms. Strohmeyer
Grade 3 & 4                  Donna/Carla Mitulinski   		
Grades 5 & 6		Sr. Blanche  		
Grade 7 & 8   		Keith Schmitt

 
Calendar

The CCD calendar has most of the important dates you will need throughout the year. Paper copies are given out at the introductory meeting, and an electronic version is available on the parish website under “Religious Education.”

Fees

The fees this year for registered parishioners of Christ Our Savior will be:

First child - $35.00
Second child - $25.00
Additional children - $20.00 each

The fee for non-registered families will be $120 per child.

For a child celebrating First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, or Confirmation, the fee is $15.00 for each sacrament for each child.

Fees can be brought to the parish office or given to the DRE or a catechist (in a fee envelope, please).

Money should never stand in between you and the Church. If there is a financial problem, or any questions, please contact the DRE.

Attendance and Absences

Children are encouraged to attend all sessions. Thank you in advance for your efforts to prioritize religious education amidst busy family schedules. We understand that, occasionally, a child will be unable to attend due to sickness or for other reasons. All makeup work for grades K-6 will be distributed by the teacher, or ask the DRE.

Makeup work for grade 7 and 8 will be assigned and sent home by the teacher. Please ask the DRE or the grade 7 and 8 catechist for more information.

Students are expected to attend class every year, from Grade 1 through Grade 8. Parents are encouraged to send their children to kindergarten classes.

Curriculum and Materials

Beginning this year, our CCD program will be using the series “Christ in Us” for K-6, which is published by the Sadlier Company. It offers our parish a comprehensive religious education program that presents the essentials of our Catholic beliefs.

7th and 8th grade will use Dynamic Catholic’s Decision Point program. Each student will have a workbook. This is a special Confirmation preparation program based on a series of short videos and topical discussions.

The textbooks will generally not go home with the students, but will be kept in the classrooms. Gospel Weeklies will be sent home to be done in the family environment. Please spend time with the children and go over the material.




Drop Off and Dismissal Procedures

Enter by way of the gravel lot on Garfield Street. Drive straight (west) around the back of the Great Hall and turn left (south)going in between the school building and the Great Hall. Drop off and pick up will be in the parking area between 2 wings of the school. Please stay in your car. After students have been dropped off or picked up, then continue carefully into the main part of the parking lot towards one of the street exits.

Class starts at 9:30, so please drop off at 9:20. Class ends at 11:00 a.m. 

If your student will arrive after 9:30 a.m., please come to the front parish office door and ring the doorbell.

Cell Phones
 
Unless the catechist asks the students to use their phones for a particular activity, there will be absolutely no phone use during class time. Phones will be collected as students come into class and returned as they leave. The catechists are equipped to make a telephone call if there is an emergency, and parents can call the DRE during class if there is an emergency at home that requires the student to leave class.
                                                             
Early Dismissal

A phone call or email to the DRE and a signed note must be
received if your child needs to be dismissed early. For your protection and the protection of each child, we follow the same procedures as the school district. You must come in to the office to pick up your child. A volunteer or staff member will get your child from class for you.





Special Health Needs 

Treats are occasionally given to students during class. Because of this we need to be informed of any medical conditions that your child(ren) currently have or that arise in the course of the school year. It is our goal that your child is safe in all situations during CCD. Please do not assume that your child will tell us or that we should know about a condition.

Conduct
1. It is expected that students will conduct themselves in a Christian manner towards fellow students and teachers, in both speech and actions. Bullying will not be tolerated.

2. A student found in possession of any object that may threaten the well-being of any person will be subject to immediate dismissal.

3. Eating, drinking, and gum-chewing are not permitted in the school building, with the exception of occasional classroom parties.

4. The student’s dress should be appropriate for school attendance and is subject to approval by catechists and the DRE.

5. If a home assignment is given, it is to be completed and turned in to the teacher for the next class.

6. Any damage done by a student to the building, facilities, or materials must be paid for by the student or parent/guardian.

Discipline Procedures
1. A student causing a discipline problem on the premises will be spoken to by the catechist and/or the DRE.

2. If there is a serious problem, or if action noted in #1 is not effective in modifying the students’ behavior, the student will be sent to the office and the parent/guardian will be notified.

3. If the discipline problem continues, the student will not be permitted to remain in the religious education program.

Penance Services

We may hold penance services for our youth Grades 2-8 during Advent and Lent. These will be scheduled during class times. When dates are finalized, they will be forwarded to you.


Visitors to The Building

According to law, any person who is not a student, volunteer, or staff member is a visitor. If you come into the building for any purpose, please come to the parish office. Parents may not go directly to classrooms before or during class. This is for the protection of every child in the program.

Parents may not interrupt class for any reason. If you want to speak to a teacher, please contact the teacher directly or speak to the DRE to arrange a time outside of class.

Emergency Closing

When we must cancel religious education classes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances, it will first be announced via Flocknote and Facebook (@COSRelEd). The news may also be broadcast on local radio and TV stations (channel 21, 27, & 33).
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